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Year 1 

Key Skill Resources  

Use their voices expressively and creatively 
by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes.  

Following the Jolly Music Scheme of work 
for beginners (picking up where class R 
finished) This is based on Kodaly Principles 
of music which emphasises aural memory 
and builds rhythm.  

Play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically.  

Year 1 will focus on untuned instruments, 
mainly percussion, and will use units 2, 3 
and 4 from the QCA Syllabus. These are: 
Unit 2 – exploring sound, Unit 3 – 
exploring duration, Unit 4 – exploring 
rhythm and pulse.  

Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high quality 
live and recorded music.  

Recorded music to link with topics, for 
example Guy Fawkes or the seasons– 
looking at influences on music – Music for 
the royal fireworks by Handel or Four 
Seasons by Vivaldi. Live music school links 
with local musicians / bands.  Look music 
that has happened within their living 
memory, what did they like/not like and 
why? How has it changed?  

Experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music.  

This is covered by the QCA units of work.   



 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Year 2 

Key Skill Resources 

Use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes.  

Following the Jolly Music scheme – book 1.  
This is based on Kodaly Principles of music 
which emphasises aural memory and 
builds rhythm. 

Play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically. 

Year 2 will be playing both tuned and 
untuned instruments. They will follow QCA 
units 5, 6 and 7. These are: Unit 5 – 
exploring pitch, unit 6 – exploring 
instruments and symbols, unit 7 – 
exploring timbre, tempo and dynamics.  
To cover tuned instruments they will play 
boom whackers following the book Boom 
whackers In Action.  

Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high quality 
live and recorded music. 

Recorded music to link with topics– 
looking at influences on music For live 
music school links with local musicians / 
bands. Look at the contrasts and 
similarities between English, Scottish and 
Welsh music to develop their 
understanding of the world around them.  
Study music from each of the 7 continents 
and how they are different from British 
music.  Look at a famous British Composer 
such as Benjamin Britten what pieces has 
he composed. Where were they 
performed? Who listened to them? 

Experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the interrelated 
dimensions of music.  

This is covered by the QCA units of work 
and using the Boom whackers.  



 

 

Year 3 

Key Skills Resources 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression.  

Year 3 take part in Wider Opportunities 
learn an instrument as a class. (guitar) 

Improvise and compose music for a range 
of purposes using the interrelated 
dimensions of music.  

Music express year 3 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds with increasing aural memory.  

Music express year 3 and practical 
musicianship style exercises.   

Use and understand staff and other 
musical notations.  

Music theory sessions, emphasis on being 
able to read staff notation, also link to 
learning guitar.   

Appreciate and understand wide range of 
high quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians.  

Recorded music can link with topics, – 
looking at influences on music –For live 
music school links with local musicians / 
bands. Focus on music from North America 
and compare and contrast between rural 
and urban music and the purpose of the 
music in the different settings.  Look at 
what people from the Stone Age might 
have used for music – rhythms, what 
would be the purpose of it? Study the 
instruments Ancient Greeks used and why 
music was such an important part of their 
culture.   

Develop an understanding of the history of 
music.  

Music of the week in assembly, which will 
enable the children to experience a range 
of different genres and composers. The 
children will be able to identify some of 
the basic genres of music such as classical, 
rock, pop etc. and be able to name a few 
characteristics.  Children should be able to 
say why they like/ dislike a piece of music.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 4 

Key Skills Resources 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression.  

Year 4 learn the recorder in the class 
setting.  There will also be opportunities 
for children who are gifted at the recorder 
to play solos and work in a smaller 
ensemble.   

Improvise and compose music for a range 
of purposes using the interrelated 
dimensions of music.  

Music express year 4 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds with increasing aural memory.  

Music express year 4 and practical 
musicianship style exercises.   

Use and understand staff and other 
musical notations.  

Music theory sessions, emphasis on being 
able to read staff notation, also link to 
learning guitar.   

Appreciate and understand wide range of 
high quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians.  

Recorded music can link with topics, - 
looking at influences on music –For live 
music school links with local musicians / 
bands. Expand children’s knowledge of 
British music to include European music.  
Explore the purpose of music, differences 
and similarities between music already 
studied such as North American or British.  
Study Roman music in Britain and how it 
has influenced modern day music. (making 
it more accessible – more people able to 
go.) Study Anglo – Saxon music and 
Scottish music and the specific traits they 
show.   

Develop an understanding of the history of 
music.  

Music of the Week in assembly, which will 
enable the children to experience a range 
of different genres and composers. The 
children should be able to name some 
more complex genres and be able to name 
some characteristics linked to the inter-
related dimensions of music using 
technical language.  Children should be 
able to say why they like or dislike a piece 
of music, linking it to their own 
experience.   

 
 
 



Year 5 

Key Skills Resources 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression.  

Year 5 will be using junk music focussing on 
percussive styles for example broom handles.  
They will also use their voices with accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression.  

Improvise and compose music for a range 
of purposes using the interrelated 
dimensions of music.  

Music express year 5 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds with increasing aural memory.  

Music express year 5and practical musicianship 
style exercises.   

Use and understand staff and other 
musical notations.  

Music theory sessions, emphasis on being able to 
read staff notation, also link to learning guitar.   

Appreciate and understand wide range of 
high quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians.  

Recorded music can link with topics, – looking at 
influences on music –For live music school links 
with local musicians / bands.  To study Russian 
music as a specific area of European music, 
compare and contrast between other European 
music.  Study music that has been influences by 
wars.  Investigate the legacy that Greek culture 
has left in music.  While looking at local history 
investigate the brass band culture that surrounds 
the Huskar Pit Disaster.  Why were the bands 
important for building a sense of community? 
How were they so important that some colliery 
bands still survive today? 

Develop an understanding of the history of 
music.  

Music of the Week in assembly, which will enable 
the children to experience a range of different 
genres and composers. The children should be 
able to name some more complex genres and be 
able to name some characteristics linked to the 
inter-related dimensions of music using some 
basic technical language.  They should also be able 
to recall some composers / performers from each 
genre and be able to give reasons why they 
like/dislike a piece of music linked to their own 
experiences and using basic language linking to 
inter related dimensions of music.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 6 

Key Skills Resources 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression.  

Year 6 will be using junk music focussing on 
percussive styles for example broom handles.  
They will also use their voices with accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression.  

Improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated dimensions of 
music.  

Music express year 6 

Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory.  

Music express year 6 and practical musicianship 
style exercises.   

Use and understand staff and other musical 
notations.  

Music theory sessions, emphasis on being able to 
read staff notation, also link to learning guitar.   

Appreciate and understand wide range of high 
quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians.  

Recorded music can link with topics, – looking at 
influences on music –For live music school links 
with local musicians / bands.  Study South 
American Music and the difference between rural 
and urban music.  Look into the purpose of 
composition, how it has developed through 
history and how it has evolved through the 
development of technology.  Look at the role of 
music in the Ancient Egyptian civilization – 
similarities and differences with other cultures 
such as Roman and Ancient Greek.  Investigate 
early Islamic music – the role of music in prayer 
and worship – compare and contrast with the role 
of music in Britain.   

Develop an understanding of the history of music.  Music of the Week in assembly, which will enable 
the children to experience a range of different 
genres and composers. The children should be 
able to name most genres and be able to name 
various characteristics linked to the inter-related 
dimensions of music using technical language.  
They should be able to recall some composers / 
performers from each genre and be able to give 
reasons why they like/dislike a piece of music 
linked to their own experiences and using 
language linking to inter related dimensions of 
music.  They should also be able to speculate on 
why a piece of music was composed, who would 
listen to it and where it would be performed and 
how this has changed over time.   


