Responses to Parents Questionnaire July 2018. 66 responses in total.  

Not all parents answered all the questions.  % is of those answering the question.  

	(Please tick the appropriate box in the columns across)
	Agree
	Disagree
	Don’t know

	Ofsted Questions
	
	
	

	My child/ren are happy at school
	66 (100%)
	
	

	My child/ren feel safe at school
	65

(98.5%)
	1
	

	My child/ren are making good progress
	59

(89%)


	2

(3%)
	5

(7.5%)

	My child/ren are well looked after
	65

(100%)
	
	

	My child/ren are taught well
	59

(95%)
	2

(3%)
	1

(1.5%)

	My child/ren receive appropriate homework for their age
	50

(83%)
	6

(10%)
	4

(6.6%)

	Our school makes sure that children are well behaved in school
	60

(95%)
	1

(1.5%)
	2

(3)

	Our school deals effectively with bullying 
	31

(47%)
	2

(3%)
	32

(49%)

	Our school is well led and managed
	60

(93.7%)
	
	4

(6%)

	Our school responds well to any concerns I raise
	47

(82%)
	
	11

(18%)

	I would recommend our school to another parent
	62

(96.8%)
	
	2

(3%)

	
	
	
	

	PTA Questions
	
	
	

	I am happy with the range and number of activities that the PTA organises
	66

(100%)
	
	

	I would like the PTA to stop subsidising school trips and give all monies raised to the school directly to enrich the education of all children 
	23

(35%)


	34

(53%)
	7

11%)

	I am happy for the PTA to sell alcohol at events to raise money for the school (e.g. mulled wine / prosecco / gin)
	57

(86%)
	8

(12%)
	1

(1.5%)

	I think that school should be an alcohol free zone
	6

(9%)


	57

(87%)


	2

(3%)


Responses to questionnaire – numbers who gave similar responses in brackets, otherwise just a single response

What I think Silkstone does well:

· Extra curricular activities / broad curriculum (BBC Philharmonic / assemblies / choir/ TdY/ school trips) (25)

· Provides a happy, safe environment to learn in (15)

· Engender kindness / respect / behaviour of children / good environment  (15)

· Communication to parents has improved this year – newsletters / curriculum overview / reporting format / responding to parents concerns in a positive manner (12)

· Improvements in leadership and management this year (10)

· Involvement in local community activities (church, local history) (7)

· Shining stars (6)

· Reduction in homework to focus on key skills (5)

· Inclusive / personal touch for parents and children (4)

· Fundraising / PTA (4)

· Summer fair (3)

· Library (3)

· Blog (3)

· Great sporting competitions / wide range of sporting events (3)

· Encouragement of children, progress of individual children (2)

· Improvements to the school grounds (Labyrinth Garden)(2)

· Entering competitions

· Supportive of staff

· Good quality school dinners

What I think Silkstone could do better:

Communication

· Event timings and dates published in advance (possible use of planners) make it more focussed rather than using different forms ie some newsletter, some email, some text, some blog (11)
· Website needs updating – particularly class pages (2)
· Improve communication if staff are ill (2)
· Use of social media channels

· Responding to emails from parents
· Checking records before approaching parents about contributions to certain events 

· Advertise vacant places in the gazette

· Self promote much louder
Resources / Finance

· Happy to contribute financially – just ask (2)

· Resources (particularly ict)
· Invoicing/ billing arrangements for shining stars

· Raise money in a more structured way – on website allow parents or businesses to donate to what they want to rather than a specific thing

· Pay more for school meals
· Different fundraising events

· Have to make / buy too many costumes

· Transportation to sporting events – the school should have its own mini bus

· Needs ambassadors and sponsors eg Apple to bring technology and experiences into school

· Funding for additional staff 

· Year 4 residential – parents to decide regarding costs involved

Teaching and Learning

· Praise well behaved and talented children not just the less gifted / improve communication when children have done good things (4)

· Higher standard for enrichment activities and more choice (3)

· Homework inconsistent (2)  Not enough reading books sent home

· Homework for preparation for high school (5)

· Teaching – wide variation in standard
· Tiered development of education around bullying / mental health

· Consistency of teaching across school

· Match learning to individual needs

· Challenge more able learners

· Modernise and update the curriculum so it links to 20th century methodology and relates to pupils learning needs today

· Class trip for Foundation

· Teacher guidance to pick age appropriate library books

· Deal with issues raised regarding wellbeing

· Encourage children to respect each other

· Behaviour of individual children disrupting learning 

· More opportunities for music

· Forest school teaching

· Continue to invest in library books particularly for Higher ability KS2 and new guided reading books for K2

· Regular times tables tests

· Raise profile of stickers and certificates

· Before and after school activities for Foundation children

· Make literacy more exciting
Sport / Extra curricular activities

· Increase school clubs especially on a Monday and Friday (2)

· Make cross country optional in KS2

· Expand the choir, run more in school time rather than constantly paying out for trips etc

· Provision of more sporting opportunities

· Offer more than 2 hours quality sport a week – after school sport clubs
Play

· Big playground intimidating for Foundation children initially

· Den building equipment

Parents
· More engagement with parents
· Being flexible around working parents eg parents evening times
· Inform parents if their children are behaving badly towards others

Environment / Health and Safety
· Secure bicycle storage

· Roadside speed limits

· Lunchtime behaviour

· Supervision at lunchtime

· Separate playground foundation / KS1 to KS2 (3)

· Outdoor play equipment needs safety matting
Welfare

· Reduce high fat / salt / sugar foods from the school and shining stars menus. Lunchtime food (green scrambled eggs, hard pizza and hard, cold chips)

· Junk food and sweets should not be offered in school

· Deal with issues involving friendship issues better

· Not sure where to address concerns / would like to contact class teacher directly 2

· School uniform – one colour for the t shirt
· Push for an Ofsted inspection to give parents a real view of how the school is doing

· Earlier sports day

· Carols or Easter songs rather than karaoke and pop songs in the church services

Any other comments:

Finance

· PTA do a great job raising money

· Too parent reliant on money for fundraising and support

· Would like updates on financial inequality

· Add an option on Parent pay for parents to give voluntary contributions

· Shouldn’t be down to the Headteacher how PTA monies are spent. Should not just be spent on books

· Does a small school need two assistant Headteachers?
Curriculum

· More focus on the middle ability child

· Introduce Daily 1km/mile

· Cinema trip rather than pantomime (2)

· Theatre group rather than the cinema for Christmas treat – an excellent choice

· Bring back golden time 

· Continue with trips to enrich education

· Set Times tables rockstars up correctly or get rid

· More Purple Mash activities for weekend work (or more information to parents on how to use it)

· Homework – possible monthly topic 

· Same number of stickers given in each grouping for spellings etc
Communication

· Liked the new reporting formal for parents evenings

· Child of the week never updated

· Restriction of photographs at events

Safeguarding

· Teacher or Ta should be monitoring the school gates from 8.50 to ensure that children don’t leave the playground
Wellbeing

· Let children be outside more in winter months

· Concern that child doesn’t want to tell a teacher about an issue with other children as they don’t think anything will be done about it.

· Brief period of bullying which has been resolved – could have been dealt with quicker

· In favour of alcohol at school events (3)

· Alcohol should not have any place in school.  

· Alcohol in school – need something in place should an alcohol related situation arise.

· Snow day cancellations – let children play in the snow until all staff make it in

· Sports day earlier in the year

· Year 6 to be more involved in the Summer Fair

· Thank yous (11)
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